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[tQ Bate summer and MG2023 is now historgome 3 7N

4000dd MG enthusiastésome even ones togathered
in Calgary at the Deerfoot Inn for four daysethnical
discussions, tours, drives, socializingpands on §
maintenance sessions, crafsd even some beverage
consumption. All this culminateth a successfucar
aK2g 2y | StSoNridAz2y CASL
Judging by the feedback and comments, a good ti ,
was had by everyone who attendeghd everyone Wentx
home with fond memories of the event and their time in Calgary.

The guote of the week came fmour son Scott during the Wine Tasting Session on Wednesday when he
said:a LOQ&a FYFTAyYy3 6KFEG OFy KIFLIWSYy 6KSy @&2dz oNAy3I |
screws loose! Thatstatementcould have many meaninggenyou aretalking to a bunb of MG owners!

Kudos to everyone who helped put this event togetltae NAMGBR executive, ttMGCC MG2023 Core
Team, our club executive and then of volunteers who madéhe event an unprecedented succesm,
to the whole MG2023 crew take some timetelax and enjoy the summeand even a nofMG activity or
two!

Post MG2023our DrivingSeason continues unabated with a very successful runtouthe Saloon in
Water Valleylast weekendDespite not having even cleaned the bugs off the car fGR2023 we went
anyway and received the usual

comments/abuse about théront of the

car being unkempt. But it was a
exceptional eventwith a number of new
members attending There is dts to

coverin this issuethe ABFM and West
Coast Drive, the CMGCC Driving
Challenge, setting drivesech sessions

and so ong so happy reading, we hop
you enjoy it.

Until nextlssue

Dean and Trish Harriso

Even ourTeam RACAMRascot, Cecil KimbegiKimi)made the
trip to ABFMand enjoyed the show (picture courtesy of
Western Driveandthe event organizes)

Editors, C\&O

Crown Wheel and Opinion Volume3 ¢ Number3 Pagel| 2



Crown Wheel and Opinion
Our club objectiveisfit o enhance the MG British styl e foft hmotMGr immg qaired t
/2 3 h A&d GKS W2FFAOAIFIEQ LWzt AOFGA2Y 2F GKS [/ F 3|
although special issues will be produced when club activities warrant, or content is available. The material

herein is thesoleresponsibility of the editaand cannot generally be blamed on the club executive or
any club policies. Advertising is being considered foB202 S YS (1y2¢6 AT &2dz GKAY]

Table of Contents

2 Kl GQa LYaaARS GKA&a Aa&aadszS Volume 2, Numbeg
Editor<1 etter Page 2
Table of Contents Page 3
Presidential Ponderings Page 4
Newsletter Quiz Numbedl Page 6
Letters to theEditor Page 7
Club News Page 8

- Membership Page 8

- (ub History¢ the CMGCEmblem Page 8

- The 2023VIG CentenniaDriving ChallengdJpdate Page 9
Feature Articles Page 10
- MG2023¢ | think Everyone Had a Good Tirtie Page 10

-¢KS /aD// aSYOoSNRa /I NE |PASIY(i2NE HnHoO
2 K2Q4% 2 K2 -Mget CodabdTaageg and

aWell-LovedMG Midget Page 20
The Trip to Vancouver ABFM Page 24
Technical Updates Page 28
Upcomingg Events Page 28
What to look for inUpcominglssues Page 28
The Back Page Page 29

On the Cover this IssueAt MG2023this year, a highlight of the awards bajuet was the presentation
by Larry Norton of the John Thornley Awardhe highest recognition in NAMGBR Andy Hardie our
Convention Chairman(More MG2023 pictureshroughout this issue)
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Presidential Ponderings I

Well, the dust has settled, themoke has (mostly) cleared and
MG2023 had come to an endn absolutely stellar event.

3 | A fantastic group of volunteers led by Andy Hardie and John
“ 0 Towler contributed to a terrific time. Despitebrief hailstorm
on Monday, the weather was fantastic.

We started with set up and bag stuffing on Sunday,
Registration and greetings on Monday.

Tuesday was full of action. Guided drives to Bomber Command

in Nanton (TWO of them), the Royal Tyrell Museum, and the
Highwood Pass Thanks to Dean and Trish foGuhleIebookfor Guidel and Self Drives. Nothing but rave
NEOASgaH ¢dzSaRlFe S@Syay3a alg | LI OlcamlagreayWihkeY | vy Qa
Hat Induction for Tony Burgess and Larry Norton. Helen Bhatia was just super as the MC.

Wednesdayricluded a Banff bus tour (thanks to Brenda Blair for her outstanding job as Tour Guide) and
acoRNA GSNDa G2d2N» ¢KS ¢SOK aSaaizya sA0K W2KYy C¢CgAa
The day also included crafts, wine tasting (Thanks Trisiiriyia contest (Thanks John Towler) and more

Meet and Greet.

Very interesting and informative Tech Sessions were held both Tuesday and Wednesday at the Deerfoot
LYyy® ¢KS o5 tNAYGAy3d aSaarzy NBFffe OFLGIdNSESR Y& |

The highlight of MG2023 was, no dduthe Heritage Park Car show from 10AB/PM on Thursday. The
venue was perfect with spectacular weathktany visitorsat the park enjoyed seeinipe wide variety of
a D Qdpresented by the more thah20 carsn the show

The Banquet at The Deerfoot Inn and Casino was sold out! The food was excellent and enjoyed by all. The
Award Ceremony was very well done. And our own Andy Hardie deservedly won the coveted John
Thornley Spirit of MG Award. New Calgary MG Car Club mendreroCTansey won théride of
OwnershipAwardfor the love and care he has given his new to hiMG Midget Scott Hardy also had a

ONAST LINBaSYydldAaAzy T2N) ySEG &@SIFNR& b!a.Dw HAHN AY

Just afew of the comments that we received:

0On behalf of the North American MGB Registry, please pass along our HUGE THANKS

to your entire team for a very successful MG2023 in Calgary. As | told you at the

Deerfoot, we did not receive a single complaint about anything during the show (even

from a few inattendancewho make it a point to complain about something every year!).

CKS 2@0SNIff GKSYS FNRBY (K2asS sK2 OFYS Ayid2 wS:
GAYSé IYyR adKS 1 2ad /tdzo Aa 3IF2Ay3 2dzii 2F GKSAN
andonelil 2 NBYSYOSNED® L Olyy2i SOK2 G(GKI{G (K2dAKG Y3

- Tony Burgess Convention & AGM Coordinator NAMBGR
& touldn't agree morePSThel ' & YIRS A G0 K2YS &l St & o¢
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- Larry Norton Chairman NAMBGR

! adziSN) SgSyiz Syz2zeSR o AVAR:
R YI f

Fffad a
gSNBE @GSNEB 3INIOA2dza Yy f

3
RS dz |

- X
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Q)¢
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- Pat Sparks

GDNBI G S@Sy G mharksStor all ydui hlar;f\ygﬁt%d
- Tony Shoviak

G, $angratsi 2 I £ £t X® DNBF G S@OSyidHE
- Ralph Zbarsky

Many of us received compliments from participants as we roamed the venues inight brange Club
Volunteer T shirts. Many thanks to Charles and Sharon Champagne for organizing all of the volunteers.

LT L KIGS FT2NH20GSy Ftyeéez2ySs Yeé [LRt23A8ad . dzi K2y
of a team effortWe have trtd¢ & & S (higtéK S5 AolirKNJa DH nH o ®

Photos will be available on the NAMBGR website in the near future. In the interim, we have set up Tripcast,
as indicated in my last email to all members.

Now to capitalize on the momenturmafter a welldeserved pauseéWWe all havelots of new and exciting
ARSIFa F2NJ GKS NBYFAYRSNI 2F HnHo X YR 0S@2yRO®

We will be resuming Club Drives in August and our next General Meeting will be Tuesday, September
12 at 7:00 Danish Canadian Club

Safety FasfDuncan

DuncanMacFarlane
President Calgary MGCC

Tyrrell Museum Drive MG2023
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Newsletter Quiz number 11

Does anyon&now the Year andMake of this car?
ltisnotan MG(L QY GNEBAY3I (2 SELI YR 2dzNJ ISy €

Here is the answer tadhe last quiz question.
Newsletter  Quiz number 10:

1949 Veritas Scorpion Cabriolet

After World Warll, the allies put stringent restrictions on what German automakers could build. This car,
a 1949 Veritas Scorpion Cabriolet, was builttlsat racers could do the one thing they love daing

goingfast. (I am surprised that giventhe makeofcat &G A ay QG f A&a0SR | aTodls al £ S 2
Catalogue)
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Letters {

Hey¢ we love the feedback and we do publislit! So let us know what ™
you like dislike want to see more/less of or just to tell us offle cariwill \
always tell yowhat we think We areoften irreverent, sometimes

politically correctand we control the content!

Questions, comments and rebuttals alvayswelcome. Letters (email) can be sent to:

Newsletter@calgarymgcarclub.org

Letters i This month!

I guess no one is writing  this season T too busy out driving!

A highlight of MG2023 1T Ral ph Zb aMGB-&T réstored to
Sebring Racing Specification

This is the only MGET Race Car built by the factory
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Club News
Membership

Renewals fo2023are now closedanyone joiningr rejoiningafter April 30is considered a new member
Individual membershipare $40.00annudly, plusthe new member feef $10.00 We continue togrow,
addng more new memberghis year Our newesimemberssince thelast reportare:

April 0, 2023 Shawn &Mlichelle Janke Calgary 1973 MGB- Red

Our membership isholding its own these days as 2023 renewals are comingdrof yesterday, our
membership numbers include

Lifetimemembers 2
Newmembers 9
Renewedor 2023 49
ABit of Club History(or in DavisMasri®@2 2 NRa a&! . €1 ad TN

Our thanks to Davis Masri for this iterBligging into

someold fle ¥ w2asS . Nddcome > 51 @)
with atreasuredbit of history. Theoverall design of

our currentclub grille badgedatesback to 19930n

the left is acopy of a page of the Fall 19€3V & O
FROSNIAaAaAYy3dI GKS GKSYy WySgQ o
The drawing i®f the thenW LINE LidarBaSg&) F 2 NJ

the club The Martin\Whittle) mentioned in thenote

was, at the timePresident of the Calgary MG Club

Given the price then of $30.00 and the current price
ofour badges, $40.00 AY Ff I GA2Yy Kl ayQi
quite as badly as some othiéems.

Here is the proposed MG Car Club of
Calgary's Club badge!

To produce this beautiful piece of metal, we need
$4000 for tooling costs. The price per badge is $30,
which means we need to sell at least 100 badges up
front. If you're interested in showing off your clubs'
colours, give Martina call =~

On the right is the most current version
of the badgeg this iswhat you get if you
buy now!
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MG Centemial Driving ChallengéUpdate)

The 2023 Driving Challengs well into the summer Driving Seasdrhe crews that started in a big way

are continuing to leathe way,our pre-driving season winners have been overtaken by a new crew to the

club and the challenge. Barry and Julie Walker mantmithe lead during the summepd ! Yy R&6ha T2 Odz
MG2023 may have had sonmpact on their progresto date but they seem to be adding ualot of

pointsin the lastfew weeks.

Remembedriving seasomasawayto go before it wraps up for 2023 so therdadss of time to catch and
pass thdeaders this year. As | mentioned last isstrere is still the overall Challenge Troplgs well as
the awards forDriving Seasarmost driving seasagrandeveryone who meets th&00-point challengefor
the MG Centennial Yearhere igust shy of a halfear left and plenty of good weather comirsplots of
time to take on the challenge argkt the car out and get taking pictures

Check out the picturemcludedbelowT N2 Y (G KA & & Bdoplelage findifglsdme &f yhatSugher
ones this time aroundSet yourself somenini goalsfor August September and Octobemnd you will be
amazed how much ground you can cover. Then use post season to wrap up enough points to meet the
100-point challerge.

Remember for driving season, we need you, your car and a pieC&&CC regalia in the shot. By the
way, | will accept pretty much anything withCMGCC logan it (that includes the challenge covyeor
swagspecificallyprepared forclubevents Shot on ideas? Look at thnext page for ideas from some of
the pictures already submitted this year.

This just in:Barry and Julie Walker havefficial met the 100-point challengec they are the first in the
club to do so! Congratulations and keep driving!

-

4
Alberta
Birds of Pre

2023 Challenge Pictures:
Barry Walkeat Animal Rescue
Centreand in a drone picture

Reg Beckett at a Road Closed Sig
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Feature Article s
MG2023 i | Think Everyone Had a Good Time

MG2023 has been and gone. The Core Team and
+2fdzySSNE KI @S NBGAZNYySR G2

a short while! And all of us are now left with semather
incredible memories of the week after Stampede for this
year. According to those in attendance, MG2023 was one of
the best ever in 31 years of NAMGBR Conventions.
Everyone went home with fond memories of their time here

KFIR y2GKAYy3 odzi 3I22R (KAy3a

MG2023 saw several firsts and records set:

First time the event has been held in Calgary;

Largest number of firsime attendees ever;

First car show inside HeritagerRan many years;

Smallest chapter club to organize the event; and

¢KS FANRG O2y@SyidaArzy G2 AyOfdzRS || W2KAGS
Conference Coordinator.

T
)l
)l
)l
)l

Larry Norton, NAMGBR Chairman said future convention hosts will have a hard time matching this event
for quality of the convention and . =
the experience of those attending
So, what happened at MG202
that made it such a great event? |
started with Andy Harié and our |
core committee who planned,

organized and hosted the eventy
Everyone on that crew came with L
cando attitude that pushed
requirements forward and simpl
got things done! But most cruci
to the event itself was the hugs
team of volunteers thatmade the

whole convention and particularly
the car show run seamlessly for everyone attending. As well, many CMGCC members attending just
pitched in when something was needed spur of the moment. No one from out of town, who needed
anything was left hanginghey were steered to SCP Automotive (Sports Car Parts) or AutoMann as

B A»;.‘\ -
MG2023 Tech Sessions were informative and fun

Crown Wheel and Opinion Volume3 ¢ Number3 Page| 10
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appropriate. Even one person who asked about bearings as his car had a shimmy at 70, even though |
suggested he just drive 80!

IfyouYAddSR aDHnHo 2N e2& 48NBtiKSNS Ob ddi SRERYQD23A RY
of the events that week

Pre-convention¢ Sunday

We net at the Deerfoot Inn with the NAMGBR execuiiv
assembld the convention packages and finalizdetails with the
hotel.

Day One RegistrationMonday

C2NJ a2YS$S AU adFNISR SINIe& {GT gw( S
factory race car had to be phied into the lobby around 6:OOAMI‘ Plog /'
Registration opened at !:00PM and ran through the afterno

Monday night then saw a welcome reception that was geared
first timers at an MG convention but set the tone for everyone
attendance.

Through the program, registrants were introduced a spec
convention theme, ideally suited to MG but embodied in a northe
Canadian symbol, the Inukshuk, signifying safety, hope
friendship. It was a way to presentthe MGind 2 a 2 ¥
FYR (GKS Wal NJdzS 2F CNASYRAKA

Day Twog Tuesday

The first fuII convention day started in a flurry of a t|V|ty in the lobby as volunteers collected those leaving
— . ' | early on scheduled drives to the
Bomber Command Museum in
Nanton, the Tyrrell Museum in
Drumheller, and Longview via
the Highwood Pass. As well,
there was another group
gathering, those taking the €o
drivers Calgary bus touwith
Trish Harrison filling the guide
role. The early tech sessions
started, and  registration
O2yGAydzSR FT2NJ 1K2a$s
make itin the day before.

; Feedback on the sessions and
The whole group on the Tour of Calgary, at the Pasu Farms lunch s{ the drives was great, people
were enjoying themselves and
SPSy tSIENYyAy3d GKAyIad 51 @3S | I IS NawasldNSa dpghérifoti A 2y 2
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those critical of our heavy oil. John Towler taught everyone why you never over torque your wheel nuts.
Employing technology, we learned about MG evolution through the modern post Abingdon cars from John
Stevenson.

The tours to |
Nanton raised af'‘mEl

SO S 2 SRR

Drives Galore above one of the Bomber Command
Drive Crews

donation of $500.00 for the Bomber Command
Museum. Those on th€algay bus tour got a chance

to see a good part of the city, but not the mountains.
They (the mountains) unfortunately took an
extended smoke break that day. Our thanks to Sue
and her team at Pasu Farms for providing a fabulous
lunch that people were still talking about at dinner that night.

MGs on theHighwood Pass Road

Tuesday evening gave everyone a chance to experience the western side of Calgary hospitality (thanks
Helen Bhatia for organizing) with a barbeque dinner B, = Sow

wlkYyOKYIlFyQa | fcan®leté with Begrolines E :
dancing, beer, beef on a bun, oh and did | say beer? We
took the opportunity to present Calgary White Stetson h
to both Larry Norton and Tony Burgess from NAMGH
Thanks to Helen Bhatia who made the presentation with t
requisite amount  of
humour and  good
natured fun for everyone
there. (Afterward, in a
note back, Larry said th
hat even made it back to
Georgia in one piece.)

The infamous White Hat Ceremony for
LGiQa Gg2 ai LarryNorton and Tony Burgess

wlk yOKYLl yQ
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Day Three; Wednesday

More activity in the morning, as most of those signed up departed by buBdoff, to see the mountains

that were hiding the day before. A few late comers were even given a ride to catch up to the bus. (Thanks

to Brenda Blair for acting as tour guide) Registration opened for those who really arrived late, and the

hotel-basedack A 1A Sa a0l NISR® ¢SOK &aSaaAhz2yaGTaaceddditteR 6 A (i K
o = only BGT built for racing by the factory and

a consistent finisher at Sebring from 1967

69.

\ After some arranging by Trish, John Towler
and |, with moral support from Dave Blair
drove over to Global TV studio to promote
MG2023. We did a live interview with
Dallas Flexhaug, following which, Dallas
and | drove off into the sunrise. (It was 8:40
- AM)
Duncan MacFarlanegetting words of wisdom from John

Twist One of the highlights of day 3 was the

Rolling Tech Session with John Twist in the
Deerfoot Inn parking lot. John has probably forgotten more about MGs than any of us have ever known.
These sessions are aatime chance for people to gain firstand exgrience with John troubleshooting

their particular car and its issues on the spot. | know | learned a ton from him both there and on the show
field Thursday.

Wednesday afternoon saw John Twist continuing his session in the parking lot and two more s@mtsses
one on modern MG technology by Mike Connolly and one by Jim Miller on 3D printing for the parts you
OFyQid 3IS4 Fyeg Y2NB®

Codrivers were not left out on Wednesday as the morniag & craft session led by Trish Harrison where
people could build their
VL
own Inukshuk as a \
souvenir of the convention|
and while the glue on that|
dried Judy Taylor showe

]

own personal
cards. By the way, thers
were a numberof guests
who stopped in the see
this workshop because
they thought the group =
was having too much fun. =

= = L .

Everybody enjoyed the wine tastimgand the food accompanying it!

In the afternoon, local chef
and educator, Scott Harrison led a large group through a wine tasting with ideas for food pairing and
suggestions to helpou enjoy wineeven more. Five wines later, amid a good deal of laughter, everyone
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agreed they learned something, appreciated their wines even more and had a great time. (His loose
screws comment was only the start of the fun.)

Wednesday evening was lefpen for attendees to have dinner wherever they wished. We did provide
suggestions in the area. As well, a Trivia night was hosted by John Towler with questions geared to the
MG2023 audience. The quiz was tough! There was a good deal of kibitzing andeeetrash talking

among the teams, but the history questions did not rekindle the War of 1812 orataerof MG2023.
Everyone parted as friends when it was complete.

Day Fourg the Car Show and MG2023 Banquet

b2 Y2NB NBIAAGNT (A28
0221SR Ay o0& y2¢ &2
Everyone had to be at Heritage Park by 9: &
to be arranged on the show field before th
park opened at 10:00. Here is where thiE&

volunteers really earned their keep! Huge thank you here to
Charles Champagne for wrangling the volunteers, not just for the
show but the whole event. Working with Heritage Park staff and
their volunteers, they guidedweryone through the gates, past

Heritage Park was the one idea n:
one on the committee thought
would happen. Trish Harrisorf s
A0SLIISR dzlJ FyYR a
aK2d 4 AlGé o @add
the show field inside the parK
arranged ad under contract.
Something about not taking no fo John Twist and | with our MGC,;
an answer provided the
perseverance to get that piece dong
Having the show at Heritage Park

provided a number of benefits for attendees and organizers alike. RA Ry Qi ySSR F22R

o

Show field pictures: lan Clark and TreBeatsong talking
MGB,;

More cars on the field
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potties, if you got around to see all the cars there was a ton of other things to -@iteyrfrom the steam
train to the paddle wheeler to théouses and
historical businesses of the village. Plus, if you
wanted to seemore cars there wathe Gasoline
Alley Museum. All othis was free to the car
show volunteers and entrants. Those attending

it was all free.

There was another evet at Heritage Park during
the Car Show. Part of an MG convention car
show includes a major competition, the Valve

O2dz RyQi o0SftASOS SOSNBUKAY

| 23SNJ wl O0Sad | SNB K2YS o
constructed from an automobile rocker cover
FNBE LAGGSR F3AFAyad 2yS Iy
WAY YR [AYRF | SNDbSNIf competition. This year, Peter Mittler won the
event in a very close battle with the other
contestants.
The final touch for all of us was leaving the park. The head of security arranged for us to Iehee by
promenade and through the main gate. The park staff we / ;
lined up to wave and applaud us out as we left. It was
touching farewell for us all. Our thanks to Heritage Pa
management, and staff for making us welcome ayg
providing the best venue ever for our show.
The wrap up for MG2023 was back at the Deerfioot for #
the closing banquet and awards presentations. Everycg
YSi Ay (GKS t200& FT2NJ I Wi aSaan:
hour) where all things MG and convention were discuss
¢CKAA Aa UKS GAYS gKSy 2f a2f RSNJ

Fl &GS NI ks addedeéonatild hdout the highs ar
lows of the event. (By the wayhere were no lows! At leas
that we heard)

The banquet saw a great deal of recognition for everyo
involved and one final surprise next to the podium we 2 : =<
added a large MG2023 logo carved in ice for the occasio Azim and Reg racing Rocker Covers
Chef Scott Harrison and provided by him for the event. (E
IKS O2NB O2YYAUUSS RwWRkRiE 1y2¢ Fo62dzi GKA& 2yS
a total secret until the banquet)

CMGCC fared well in the awardt the convention. You know about Connor Tansey and the Pride of
Ownership Award from elsewhere in this issue. But we also had a number of Car Show Class wins and
placings. These include
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Class & MGB 197980 (late) Chates and Sharon Champagne' 1

Class 1t MGBGT 197274 (vented dash) Jim and Linda Herbert®
Class 15 MG Midget Chrome Bumper 1964 Andy Hardie ¥

Class 16 MG Midget Rubber Bumper Dave Blair %

Class 22 MG T Series and RPwWar Jim and inda Herbert 2
Class 2% Other British (TR6) Trevor Beatson'

The final award of the night was the John Thornley
W{LANRG 2F aD ! g NRandoneL i A &
who embodies the spirit of the MG marque and gives of
themselves to both the MG marque and the MG
organizations. This year the winner was someone who
was the spirit and driving force behind MG2023,
someone who has for years been involved in MG
conventions and wanted to bring it to Calgary to
showcase not only our club but the city and its people
as well. No one was more deserving than our own Andy
Hardie who through COVID and other delays kept the
dream of the Calgary convention alive and kept usrall
track to make this convention as success. Andy is always
B there when something MG is needed, not always front

| F NNR &2y Q& = & | and centre but often behind the scenes just getting
photo op if there ever was one! needed things done. See the cover photo.

Congratulations Andy!

SO,GK|'GQ€§. | NI LI F2NJ H-~troh t v & A f & I < AV Ad
taking some downtime and we will see you out ¢
the road in your LBCs sometime soon.

Kl 0Qa ySEGK 286t Faj =
former Calgarian and part of the team for
MG2024.

MG2024 will be held just outside duiston in Katy
TX. Dates are April 224.

MG2023 has set the bar very high but with
planning and a set of snow tires to leave Alberte
you can do it all over again next year!

o

North American MGB Register
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MG Inventory Continued 7 MG Models Owned by C lub
Members -Part 3 -the MG Midget and MGC
MG Midget

TheMG Midgetis a small tweseater lightweighsports camproduced byMG from 1961 to 1979. It revived
a name that had been used @everalearlier modelsCurrently, there ardour MG Midgets in the club.
Contrary tosomesuggestions, it is not an MGB that was left out in the rain!

MG Midget Mkl (196X64)

@ The first version, announced at the end of June 196&s
b essentially a slightly more expensiversion of theMkll Austin
Healey SpriteThe originalbugeye' Sprite had been introduced
specifically to fill the gap in the market left by the end of
production of theMG TFype Midgetlts replacement,
the MGAwasmuchlarger and more expensivéMany existing MG
R buyerswere turning to the Sprite to provide a modern lcaost
MG Midget MK 1 sports car and sareatingan MG using the Midget name made
sense. The new Midgaiffered improved interior trim, better
instrumentation anda highertrim level

Mechanically the car was identical to its Audtiraky counterpart, retaining the rear suspension using
quarter-elliptic leaf springs and trailing arms. The engine was a cBASSerieswith twin SU
carburetorsproducing46 hp at 5500rpm and 53btft of torque at 3000rpm. The brakeswvere 7inch
drums allaround. A hard top, heater, radio and luggage rack were availalbptams

In October 1962, the engine was increased to 1688aising the output to 56p at 5500 pm and 62bift
at 3250rpm. Disc brakes replaced the drums la¢ front. 13x4" Wire spoked wheels became available.

The doors had no external handles or locks and the windows were sliding Perspsgrsieles. A heater
was an optional extra.

Production was 16,080 of the smalhgined version and 9,601 of the 1098.

A car with the 94&c engine was tested arptoduceda top speed of 87.hph and acceler&n from O
60 mph in 18.3 second$uel consumption of 40.2 miles per imperial gallon was recorded. The test car
cost £689 including taxes the UK market.

MG Midget Mk |1 (196466)

Externally the main changes were to the doors, which gained
wind-up windows,swivdling quarter lights (AKA wing windows),
external handles, and separate locks. The windscreen gained a
slight curvature and was retained in a more substantial frame. The
" hood (USc top), though modified, continued to have a removable
frame that had to be erected before the cover was put on. The
rear springs were replaced by more conventional sehiptic
types, which gave a better ride. The engine block was
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strengthened and lager main bearings were fittedcreasing the power to 58p at 5750rpm and torque
to 65Ibtft at 3500rpm. A total of 26,601 were made.

MG Midget MK Il (196674)

This marked the biggest productianin of Midget and produced
the most popular version of the cafhe engine grew to 127&
using the development seen ahe Mini-Cooper'S'. Enthusiasts
were disappointed that this waadetunedversion of the 7é&hp
Cooper 'S' engine,i\gng only 65p at 6000rpm and 72btft at
3000rpm. The engine used in the Midget had a lowempression
ratio of 8.8:1 instead of 9.75:4sthe Cooper S engirend smaller
intake and exhaust valve&ccording to the factory hese exhaust
valves causgmany 'S' heads to fail through cracking between the
valve seats. Theeal reason for thedetuned engine was model
range placemeng with the Cooper 'S' spec engine, the Midgeiuld have beemuickerthan the MGB.
The hydraulic system gained a separataster cylinder for the clutchFinally, he hood was now
permanently attached to the car, with an improved mechanism making it much easier to use.

> »
Round wheel arch MG Midget

In the 1968 model year, Lkpec cars received sevetdhfetytadditions. These included: a padded fascia
(dashboard) with smaller main gauges, collapsible steering column, styipeohood hinges, a third
windshield wiper, additional side marker lights, and dntist door latches.

In Dec 1968, beginningith s/n 66236, the rear axle gear ratio was increased from 4.22:1 to 3.90:1, giving
16.5mph for every 1000pm. This increased final drive ratio gave better fuel economy.

Changes continuedor the production life of the modeln late 196970, the sills painted black, a revised
recessed black grille, and squared off taillights as on the MGBnch3"Rostyle" wheels were
standardized, but wirespoked ones remained an option.

In August 1971, the compression ratio North American engines
was further reduced to 8.0:1. Engine power output subsequently
fell to 54.5bhp and 67btft. The squareshaped rear wheel arches
became rounded in January 1972. Also in that year, a Triumph
steering rack was fittedproviding gearing that was somewhat
lower than earlier Midgets. A second exhaust silencer was also
added in 1972. Alternators were fitted instead of generators from
1973 onwards.

During the 1974 model year, oversized rubber bumper blocks
After the Facelift were added to thechrome bumpers to meet the first US bumper
impact regulations. This starteétle downward trend in styling for
many British cars.

Many consider the rounarch Midgets with chrome bumpers produced for model years 18924 to
be the most desirable. Just askdyrHardie!He has owned higvith the Cooper S cylinder heasijce
new in 1972And yes, it is quicker thanoat MGBs.
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To meet US federal regulations, large black plastiered
bumpers were added to the front and rear and the ride heights
were increased. Thiancreased ride height affected handling and
anti-roll bars were added to help with the higher centregodvity.

The ASeries engine was replaced by the 148%om the Triumph
Spitfire, coupled to a modifiedlorris Marinagearbox with
synchromesh on all four gears. The increased displacement of the
new engine was better able to cope with the increasémgjission
regulations. Although the horsepower ratings were similar at
65hp in home market specifications with twin SU HS4 carbs, the
1493cc engine produced more torque. The increased output
combined with taller gear ratios resulted in faster accelematjp2 secondsd®0 compared to 13 for the
1275cc version) and top speed of just over 1aph.

In the US market British Leyland struggled to keep engine power at acceptable levels as US and California

exhaust emission control regulations gutted the powkthe Midget engine. The U.S market model's dual
SU HS2 carbs were swapped for a single Z&tithmberg 150 CD4 catalytic converter carb in 1976. Power
fell to 50hp at 5000rpm and 67b-ft of torque at 2500 pm. The round reawheel arches were now
squae again, to increase the body strendthand the front arches were lowered to minimize the gap
from raising the suspensioiihe last 500 homenarke cars were painted black (In solidarity?).

MG Midget racing coupés

T s Midgets were raced effectively. MG racing driver and

: : ~garage owner Dick Jacobs persuaded Abingdon to build
a pair of specialightweight Midgets with a GT body
shape inspired by the Aston Martin DB4. The roof used
the front part of the standard Midget hardtop, while
the rear portion and the windshield were custom. They
. were fitted with 18.5 gallon fuel tanks, quick release
, g - fuelfiller, larger oil coolers, largkore exhaust systems
MG Midget as raced by Dick Jacobs in the ea] @nd duaicircuit brakes. The nose was redesigned by

cnOxi Syd Enever to improve the aerodynamic efficiemcy

the new body required 18p less to achieve 10@ph
than the standard one. A third car was constedtfor John Milne of Scotland and all three cars survive
today. The two loaned to Dick Jacobs were originally fitted with@78series engines with twin Webers
and approximately 8@p. As campaigned from 1962 to 1963 they received @BMC Aeries engines.
For the 1964 season they ran the larger Formula Junior engine atct]188th a 128¢c engine using a
block derived from the MirCooper 'S' and the coupés ran as prototypes.

CMGCC Midgets

In CMGCC, talk to Andy Hardie, Davis Masri, Dave Blair oranggst member Connor Tansey about
MG Midgets. Andy has had his since new in 1972. Connor has had his for only a yehbitand ae
has rebuilt almost all of it in that time!
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The MGC was a 2,9t2,straightsixengineversion of the MGB
sold from 1967%hrough. The car was given the model code ADO52.
, It was originallyintended as a replacemeriibr the AustinHealey

. 3000 The production engine useglasa new severmainbearing

. versionof the Morris Engines design&iSerieshat was also to be
used for a newAustin 3litre four-door saloon. In twin SU
carburettor form the MGC engine produced 14Bp at 5,250
rpm.

The body shelheeded considerable revision around the engine
bay and to the floor pan, but externally the only differences were
' adistinctive bonnet bulge to accommodate the relocated radiator
a teardrop for carburettor clearanand five bolt hubs (unless you
opted far wire wheels) It had different brakes from the MGB,
15inch wheels wittPirelli Cinturato 165HR1%es (something
most currentowners have changedd lower geared rack and
pinion and speciabrsion barsuspension with telescopic
dampers. Like the MGB, it was available as a coupé (GT) and

MostMGCs came to North Americqg roadster. Afour speed withoverdrive gearbox or threspeed

with this configuration; emission | automatic gearbox were available as options. The car was capable

control, dual brake circuits etc. | of 120mph and a @60 mph time of 10.Gseconds.
¢KS OFN) gla ySOSNI NBEOSAOSR ¢Sftf

engineer the car completely or set it up properly prior to initial reled$e heavy engine (2008 heavier
than the 1,79&c MGB engine) and new suspension changed the vehicle's handling baadrite more
of a Grand Touring car than a sports dtlater transpired that the BMC press department had settihe
pressure®f the cars in the launch fleet incorrectly (to the same valuessiandard MGB) and that even
the correct pressures were insufficient to get the best handling from the@spite BMC's marketing,
the MGCnever founda home as itwas neither a direct replacement for the Austitealey 3000r a
higherperformance MGB.
a2NB NBOSyiGftesx GKS abD/ KFra 0S02YS |y SyiGédzaAil &
suspension upgrades curing the issues preset in the original versions. In case you wondered, there are 3
in the club; two roadstersowned byDean Harrison anBhil Croweand one Gbwned by Andy Hardie

Roadster to the lefg GT to
the right¢ the MGC from
67-69
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2 K2Qa 2 K2 gCgnndr tlaNdeyadddaabour of Love; One Very Special
MG Midget

Meet Connor Tansey, one of our newest
members. After high school, Connor, it seems,

went looking for a project car. CMGCC Members

will understand this obsession because we know
everyone needs a project car. Camrhad a small

sporty car in mind, but Mazda Miatas proved to be

over his budget and Nissans were just too boring.

Then he spotted it 1 KS WwWO22f Sad O NJ K
aSSyQo LG Gdz2NYySR 2dzi G2 0SS
been sitting idle for some time (the ¢tth master

cylinder was hatched). But cue Cupid with bow

and arrow ready, Connor not only fell in love with

the carg he bought it on the spot. Thus began the

latest chapter in the story of one very special MG

29 4 g -~
T i

Midget.
Now then, it never bodes well for immdiate mobility

Ly FFOGSE GKS FANRG I dzSad
/2y y2NDA c UB & LIDORAME S A

Y2@gS¢o 1 Sy0Sx GKS al3r 2 ol 01 2
road.

First order of business was addressing the hydrau

problems. Replacing the master cylinder was just

a0 NI o LiQa | aAyYLit S NB Stttz y

it had been welded into the car and required surgic
removal. OK cut out with a Dremel anglaced, the new

cylinder pumped fluid everywhere but to the
clutch. Moss Motors to the rescue Connor
ordered new lines and hos&sMoss got the parts
right on the second try. The next step was to bleed
the circuit, but this also included bleeding and
renewing the brake hydraulics as well. Enlisting
some assistance from friends, and an older
neighbor who it turned out had considerable
mechanical experience with British cars, Conner
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learned the intricacies of British car hydraulics and
successfully gotthearY2 6 Af S LG gl Ay Qi
particularly well, but it was running, and it even

stopped when the brakes were applied.

I 2Yyy2NDRa AYyAlGALFE 2y (G(KS N2ZI
car brought more lessons in British mechanics.
The engine chugged, dropped power anallsd.
ld GKAA LRAYGZ Al ¢g2dZ Ry Qi
get it off the road and out of traffic. Once cooled,
the engine restarted but still ran rough, However,
. he was able to make it home having learned the
vagaries of fuel pumps, S U Carbs ancuajock.
Part two of the LBC curriculum, he now had to
delve into fuel systems.

Thinking that a car show may be a place to learn

more about his new car, He set off with a buddy

to find out more about MGs. More lessons ensued

odzi y2é AG &l He[dBddRred dzOl & Q
some electrical issues with the car including: no

brake lights, other lights and such not functional

" oratbest intermittent.

En route there was a major thump at the front of the car. Upon inspection, he found the right front turn
sigral had separated from the fender and was hanging from the car by the electrical connections. This
necessitated a juryigged approach to wiring. A new bulb, some cardboard backlng and a few zip ties
temporarily replaced the turn signal unti &

a new unit cold be sourced. Further
digging into the wiring determined tha
the condition of the wiring harness wa
terminal. That became the next majo
project. With a little help from his dad, hg
ordered a replacement and after a bit of
wait was able to renew theufl electrical
system in the car.

Did | mention that prior to acquiring thg
aAR3ISGzT GKS fAYALD
background was one high school aul
shop course to which, he confesses,
RARY QG LJ & YdzOK | @
the Calgary MG Car Cligst year hoping  *
he would learn more about the car h¢
owns and loves. Attending his firs
YSSGAy3Iz KS F2dzyR e
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who were not only interested in his car but were
willing to listen to his questions and offer some
more help to maintain ad improve on what he
had done so far. He subsequently joined the club
and as our youngest member he brings us an
enthusiasm that is helping renew the energy level
in much of our activity.

* That enthusiasm seems boundless. When Connor

had the car inspected for roadworthiness, the

mechanic was not going to approveds it hacho
0dzYLISNE® . dzii / 2Yy2N 02y @Ay C
needed or not an essential part of the @aryway.

He got a conditional pasgit MG2023, Connor

Learning from the best Connor at MG2023 with Was everywhere helping with anything that was
John Twist at th Rolling Tech Session needed and gaining as much information as he

could from the sessions and the peop
attending.

In 1518 months with the car, Connor ha
learned, or taught himself the major systems ¢
the car He has renewed most of it, inside a
out. through all of this. Where lesser morta
would have thrown in the towel long before, a
this work has only deepened his love of the cé
He has persevered and built a car that is litera
an extension of hinedf. He is justly proud of the
car and his stories that now go with it. Just a

him about it. At MG2023 this year the executijl
of NAMGBR did ask him about his car. La
Norton commented; the more they talked tc_
him, the more they understood how muclg
Comor has put into his love for the car. T
result: they awarded Connor the NAMGBR Pri
of Ownership Award for 2023. This awarg
recognises exceptional care for the MG marq
and devotion to MG cars.

If he is any example of the next generation
MG owners, our cawill be in good hands for a
long time to come. Congratulations Connor, t
award is well deserved, and we are proud

have you with us in CMGCC!

More with John Twist/ 2 Yy 2 NJ NBEOS A
of Ownership Award at the MG2023 Banquet
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ABFM 2023 at Van Deusen Gardens

A LongDrive to Vancouver and Beyond

Seven CMGCC cars met up in Canmore on
May 17" to begin the drive to Vancouver for
the annual ABFM at VanDeusen Gardens. It
was an interesting collection of MGBs, MGCs
and one Toyota Rav4. A collection of threes
of a kind, the MGs included: three MGBs,
three MGCs, three GTs and three Roadsters.
The fdl crew included: Andy Hardie, Donna
Messier, Phil and Heather Crowe, Henri and
Nicole Lefebvre, Charles and Sharon
e S , Champagne, Jim and Linda Herbert, Cam
6 MGs in Canmore 17 May 2028eady to leave for ABFM | and Jill Lambert as well as Trish and I. Our
goal for day 1 was Salmon Arm, BC in the
Shuswap area. small group of wellvishers from the club attended to see us off in style.

Two days of travel saw us get to the Sandman Inn in Richmond with no untoward stops for mechanical
reasons. Once established therebecame old home week for some as Jim and Aredgnnected with

friends from past ABFMErish and | caught up with MG/Jaguar friends from Eugene OR and Vancouver.
At the hotel Friday, we were also joined by John Towler and Duncan MacFarlane who drove out to meet
us and attend the show Saturday.

If you have never been, the Vancouver ABFM i

Ydzad | GGSYyR S@Sydo L iggs Sa
aK2g 2y . NRAGAAK 2KSSt AdaK OF
took to the field at VanDeusen Gardens. Tk =

2NBI yAT SNB W2y | yR t| $Qa y?2

that Patrick Stewart) deserve accolades fcy

doing it for some 30+ years and it shows. T
things make this show the success it is: )

1. Judging for the show awards is a mix . o
appadnted judges and entrant voting in eac o ey
class and judges voting for sponsors awar u :
They are adamant that it is not a concou A Lagondg everyone needs a little luxury!
event and never will be. ( More shows neeu
this approach!)and

2. They draw an incredible number of volunteers who make everyamering feel welcome and a
valued part of the event.
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Not one but two
1933 MG J2s on}
the field!

This year, they honoured MG on the f0@nniversary of the marque and included 105 MGs in the show!
It was for all of us a great opportunity to sé#Gs that we never wouldnless wetravelled to England!
Best in show (as voted by the entrants was a 1933 Rlley 14/6 SpeC|aI Racer from Abbotsford BC.

Riley 14/6
the
entrants
chose as
Best in
Show

LGQ& | (NUz & 3I2NHS2dzd QBHIAKBROKFIADMISSFY io$n
awards other than the case of oil Trish and | got as a draw prize among entries.

¢
2

Xk 8z A
B The show highlight for Trish and | was meeting up with

Greg Houghton, the current owner of the Sunbeam Tiger |

was crew clef (Trish was crewfpr when Ken Staples raced

Al Ay 9RY2yi(d2y o6F0O1 Ay GKS 1nQ
now vintage races it. (Pictures to come sometime soon)

"\

In summary, ABFM in Vancouver is a show not to be
missed. It may not fit the schedule every year but as a
British car owner, you do have to go sometime! The cars
that come to the show are incredible. They include the old,
McLarenc just what you need for the nex{ the rare and the unusualf past British cax (Who knew
CMGCC Drive to wherever! that the Isetta was built in England® well you willsee
the newest vehiclet be produced in Englan@Take your

pick- Aston Martin, Bentley or McLaren)
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The balance of the trip saw five MGs continue on to Vancouver Island for a few days of driving Island back
roads and catching up with more MG friends. We

met up with still members but former Calgarians,
o g o 1\

Port Renfrew Harbour

P . ]
Derek and Norma Kenward as well as Te NewMG Friends at QualicuBeach
MacFarlane from Gabriola Island. (Terry made the

f SIFGKSNI {Se F20a 3IAGSY 2dzi G aDHnHo GKA& &SINDLO
several more Brit car types in Qualicum Beach and Parksville.

On ou drive to Port Renfrew on the west coast of the island Terry used his old racing skills to stay glued
to the bumper of Ade Qa
through all the twisty bits.
Great drives, good scener
and loads of fun.

Next day, we took the ferry to
Gabriola Island foa one day
tour. Terry hosted us and
guided us around all the roads.
on the island. The return ferry,
trip resulted in the only|
mechanical problem of the
trip. As we left the ferry,
/| KI NX Sa YR

¢ & =
started, moved about 5| Gabriola Shoreling cool hike!
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metres, backfired loudly, and died! They got an extra ferry trip back to Gabriola while a tow truck was
arranged to meet them in Nanaimo. Turned out that a casting plug at the rear of the intake manifold blew
out when the car backflred he plug came to rest on the firewall and stayed there even through towing

i 3, : to Parksville. Charles found it while
Andy was  rebuilding the
carburettors. Replacing the plug
and a major sealing job around it
fixed the problemg no more issues
for anyone on thdrip.

The route back home included a run
through Whistler to Pemberton and
then over the Duffy Lake Road to
get us to Revelstoke. Visits to the
CPR Museum, Mt Revelstoke

Just before we left foRevelstoke, five MGs at
the Pemberton Inn

National Parkand the Revelstoke Damt was |
time to head back toward Calgary and bring tth
trip to a close.

Our last stop was small Restaurant with a Bq
attached in Field BC, Truffle Pigs Bistro and Loc
The food was amazing and we had a chance
final thoughts and farewells before splitting i
several directions to get home.

Two of the MGCs on the trip at Dutfpke, (waiting for
the MGBs to get caught up again)

Would we do it @ain¢ in a heartbeat

ABFM

When you bring out
British carg; you are
bound to get a few
heavyweights; the Land
Rover crew irtheir
elementg camping?!
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